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The U.S. Department of Labor operates through 10 regional offices. located in major 


cities across the country. 


If you want a local angle on a news or feature story provided 


through this service--or have a direct news inquiry--you may contact one. of the offices 


listed below. 


This listing includes the names, addresses and telephone numbers of the 


Public Information Directors and the states in their regions: 


Region I 


Connecticut 
Maine 
Massachusetts 
New Hampshire 
Rhode Island 
Vermont 


Region II..... 


New Jersey 
New York 
Puerto Rico 
Virgin Islands 


Region III 


Delaware 
District of 
Columbia 
Maryland 
Pennsylvania 
Virginia 
West Virginia 


Region IV 


Alabama 
Florida 
Georgia 
Mississippi 
North Carolina 
South Carolina 
Tennessee 
Kentucky 


Region V....... 


Illinois 
Indiana 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Ohio 
~ Wisconsin 


John M. Chavez 
Room 1700 

JFK Federal Bldg. 
Boston, MA 02203 
617-223-6767 


Chester Fultz 

Room 3580 

1515 Broadway 

New York, NY 10036 
212-944-3435 


John P. Hord 
Room 2460 


3535 Market Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19104 


Dan Fuqua 

Room 317 

1371 Peachtree St., N.E. 
Atlanta, GA 30367 


| 404-347-4495 


John D. Mellott 


Room 674 
230 S. Dearborn Street 


Chicago, IL 60604 
S12=383..6976 


Sherrie Moran 
Room 724 

555 Griffin St. 
Dallas, TX 75202 
214-767-4776 


Region VI 


Arkansas 
Louisiana 
New Mexico 
Oklahoma 
Texas 


Region VII Patrick A. Hand 
Room 2509 
Federal Office Bidg. 


911 Walnut St. 
Kansas abr MO 64106 


Ernest E. Sanchez 
Room 1468 

Federal Bldg. 
Montana 1961 Stout St.” 
North Dakota Denver, CO 80294 
South Dakota 303-844-4235 

Utah 


Iowa 
Kansas 
Missouri 
Nebraska 


Region VIII 


Colorado 


Region IX Joe B. Kirkbride 

Room 11003 

Federal Bldg. 

California 450 Golden Gate Ave. 
Hawaii San Francisco, CA 94102 
Nevada -556- 


Arizona 


.e+Mike Shimizu 
Room 2086 
Federal Office Bldg. 
909 First Ave. 
Seattle, WA 98174 
206-442-7620 


Region X...seeees 


Alaska — 
Idaho 
Oregon 
Washington 








Week of June 2, 1986 


REAL EARNINGS IN APRIL 1986 


WASHINGTON -- Real average weekly earnings increased 0.4 percent from 
March to April after seasonal adjustment, according to preliminary data 
released by the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor. 
This increase stemmed from a 0.4 percent decrease in the Consumer Price 
Index. as measured by the Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and 
Clerical Workers (CPI-W). Average hourly earnings and average weekly 
hours were unchanged over the month. 


Data on average weekly earnings are collected from the payroll reports 
of private nonfarm establishments. Earnings of both full-time and 
part-time workers holding production or nonsupervisory jobs are included. 
Real average weekly earnings are calculated by adjusting earnings in 
current dollars for changes in the CPI-W. 


Average weekly earnings increased by 2.0 percent between April of 1985 
and 1986 as a result of a 2.3 percent increase in average hourly earnings, 
which was partially offset by a 0.3 percent decrease in average weekly 
hours. After adjustment for a 1.2 percent increase in the CPI-W over the 
same period, real average weekly earnings increased 0.9 percent. Before 
adjustment for seasonal change and deflation by the CPI-W, average weekly 
earnings were $304.15 in April 1986, compared with $298.05 a year earlier. 


THE HOURLY EARNINGS LNDEX 
” 

The Hourly Earnings Index (HEL) in dollars of constant purchasing 
power increased by 0.4 percent from March to April. Compared with a year 
earlier, the HEL increased by 1.3 percent. The HEI excludes the effects of 
two types of changes unrelated “to underlying wage rate movements -- 
fluctuatuons in overtime in manufacturing and interindustry employment 

afshifts. 
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Week of June 2, 1986 


THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX--APRIL 1986 


WASHINGTON -- The Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) 
declined 0.2 percent before seasonal adjustment in April to-a level of 
325.3 (1967=100), the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S: Department 
of Labor reported. For the 12-month period ended in April, the CPI-U has 
increased 1.6 percent. Re 


. The Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical workers 
(CPI-W) declined 0.3 percent in April prior to seasonal adjustment. The 


April 1986 CPI-W level of 320.4 (1967=100) was 1.2 percent higher than the 
index in April 1985, 


CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPI -U) --Seasonally Adjusted C hanges 

On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CP1-U declined 0.3 percent in 
April, following decreases of 0.4 percent in each of the preceding2 
months, During this 3 month period, prices have declined at a 4.3 percent: 
seasonally adjusted annual rate, the largest such decrease since the3 
month period ended in January 1949. Energy prices continued to decline in 
Aprile-dow 5.8 percent. The CPI excluding energy advanced 0.4 percent, 


=. Sane as the average monthly increase in the precéding 12-month ~ 
period. 


During the first 4 months of 1986, the CPI-U declined at an annual rate of 2.3 
percent. This compares with a 3.8 percent increase in all of 1985. 


The transportation index, again reflecting a drop in prices for motor fuels and 
used cars, declined 2.5 percent in April, its third consecutive monthly decrease. 
Gassline prices --dow 11.3 percent in April--have dropped 26.5 percent in the past 3 
months. These decreases have brought the gasoline index back to the mid-1979 level 
and to a point 34.9 percent below the peak level of March 1981. Used car prices 
declined for the third consecutive month--dow 0.8 percent in April--and wre'5.6 
percent below their level a year ago. A drop in automobile finance charges--dowm 1.8 
percent--also contributed to the decrease in transportation costs. the other hand, 
the indexes for new cars, automobile insurance costs, and public transportation 
increased in Aprii. New car prices advanced 0.6 percent in April, partially 
reflecting the higher prices of ‘imports. Automobile insurance costs increased 0.8 | 
percent in April to a level of 13.5 percent higher than in April 1985. The index for 


yt i apiaaaaiaaatias increased 0.2 percent, after registering a 0.2 percent decline 
n March. - 


The housing index increased 0.3 percent in April, following a0.2 percent rise 
in March. A 0.9 percent rise in the cost of shelter more than offset declines in the 
other two major housing groups--fyel and utilities and household furnishings and 
operations, Within shelter, renters' costs rose 1.1 percent, homeowners’ costs 
increased 0.8 percent, and maintenance and repair costs were, on average, unchanged. 
The index for fuel and utilities declined for the third consecutive month. Fuel ofl 
prices, which declined 4.6 percent in April, have fallen 22.1 percent in the first 4 
months of 1986 and are 30.3 percent below their pex level of April 1981. Charges for 
electricity and natural gas--dowm 0.9 and 0.4 percent, respectively--declined for the 
second consecutive month, Partially offsetting these decreases wa a 1.8 percent rise 
in local telephone service charges. The 0.4 percent drop in the index for household 
furnishings and operation was largely due to declines in the indexes for furniture and 
bedding and textile. housefurnishings. 











BLACK NEWS DIGEST - 6/2/86 
CPI P.2 


The food and beverage component rose 0.3 percent in April. Grocery store food 
prices--up 0.2 percent-- registered their first increase since January, This advance 
was primarily a result of a7.0 percent increase in prices for fresh fruits and 
vegetables. In particular; lettuce prices rose 26.7 percent in April. Partially 
offsetting the increase in fresh fruits and vegetables was a decline in the index for 
meats, poultry, fish, and eggs. Beef prices--dom 2.9 percent in April--declined for 
the fourth consecutive month, Pork prices increased 0.6 percent, following seasonal 
adjustment , but were still below their level at the end of 1985. Prices for other 
meats, poul try, and eggs all declined in April and were lower than at the end of last 
year, Each of the other major grocery store food groups reflected very little price 
movement in April. The other two components of the food and beverage 


index--restaurant meals and alcoholic beverages--increased 0.4 and 0.2 percent, 
resp~tively. 


The April increase of 0.6 percent in the medical care component follows 
a 1.0 percent rise in March. The index for medical care 


canmodities--prescription drugs, nonprescription drugs, and medical 
suppl ies--rose 0.4 percent. The index for medical care services increased 


0.7 percent, with the costs of professional services and hospital rooms up 
0.6 and 0.5 percent, respectively. 


After registering declines in each of the first 3 months of 1986, the 
index for apparel and upkeep advanced 0.3 percent in April. The indexes for 


both clothing and apparel services also increased 0.3 percent in April. 


The entertainment component increased U.1 percent in April, 
slight decline in March. A 0.5 percent increase in the index for 
entertdinment services more than offset a 1.2 percent decline in prices for 
sporting goods and equipment. The index for other goods and services 
increased 0.4 percent in April, the same asin March. 
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WEEK OF June 2, 1986° 


FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


Of the 49.7 million women in the civilian labor force in 1984, 2.8 
million were of Hispanic origin, according to’"Women of Hispanic Origin 
in the United States Labor Force," a publication of the Women's Bureau of 
the U.S. Department of Labor. 


### 


In 1985, about 905,000 Hispanic families were maintained by women. 
More than half of these families had incomes in 1984 which placed them 
below the U.S. poverty level, compared with 35 percent of all families 
maintained by women, according to “Women of Hispanic Origin in the United 
States Labor Force," a publication of the Women's Bureau of the U.S. 
Department of Labor. 


### 


In March 1985, the median age of Hispanic women in the U.S. was 34.4 
years, compared with 40.2 years for all women in the general population, 
according to “Women of Hispanic Origin in the United States Labor Force," 
a publication of the Women's Bureau of the U.S. Department of Labor. 
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